
  

  

Sun 7 10:00 am Service of the Word   

Mon 8 Pastor Barbara’s Sabbath  

Tues 9 8:30 am Morning Prayer 
5 pm Church Council meeting 
7:00 - 8:30 pm Classroom 

Wed 10 8:30 am Morning Prayer 
7-10 pm Classroom rental 

Thurs 11 8:30 am Morning Prayer 

Fri 12 Noon - 4 pm Parish Hall rental 

Sat 13  

Sun 14 10:00 am Service of Holy Communion 

THIS WEEK AT ASCENSION 

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK 
Hildegard Ratke   July 11 Barb Steinbring  July 11 

PIONEER DAY AT MULHURST CAMP 
The weather wasn’t the greatest but it didn’t discourage over 100 folks 
who attended.  The hot noon meal was prepared and served by staff.  
Thirteen came from Ascension so thanks to you all for supporting the 
camp.  It was an enjoyable day of fellowship for all.   
 
To help support children who would like to attend camp but need help 
financially, you can donate to Mulhurst Camp “camp for kids”.  It costs 
$350 for one child. Summer camp changes lives for children who are     
unfamiliar with God and the love shown daily with fun and making new 
friends. Clearly mark your envelope so it is given to the proper account.  
Thanks again for your support. 

 



  

  

 

 

 

 Summer at Ascension  
1) Service Cards 
     Due to reduced numbers of volunteers over the summer and     
 because they worked well last year,  we   will use  the  service  
 cards again starting on the first Sunday in June.   
 

    These  service cards will be placed on the table in the Place of 
 Welcome.  And  those  coming to  worship  on a Sunday morning 
 are invited to grab one of the cards, and be the usher, the 
 reader, the  prayer  leader,  a gift bearer, or Communion assistant 
 on that Sunday. 

 

     We will do this from June to August.  
 

    If you know ahead of time on which Sunday you are available,  and 
 know what you would like to do, please, let Iris in the office 
 know. Please remember, that liturgy literally means “work of the 
 people”, and that we all are in this together. Is the Spirit nudging  
 you to become involved? 
 
 2)  Update on Sound & Projection 
      There will be no slide projection during worship in July and    
 August. Instead we will go back to using bulletins only for 
  these  two months. 
 
 3)  Campfire and Holden Evening Prayer  
 The focus in our Synod is moving towards intentional collaboration 
 between churches in Edmonton.  
 All are invited to join Lutherans from across the greater 
 Edmonton area in sharing a monthly city-wide midweek service 
 on the third Wednesday of the months of July and August at 
 Hawrelak Park (follow the signs!). We will be using the beautiful 
 liturgy of Holden Evening Prayer, booklets will be provided. 
 
 On July 17 at 9PM we gather for a Holden Evening Prayer for 
 Night Owls, and make smores afterwards. 
  
 On August 21 at 7PM we meet for Holden Evening Prayer 
 geared towards families. Those who would like to share a 
 meal prior to the service are invited to come at 6PM BYOP 
 (Bring Your Own Picnic) and enjoy a relaxing family outing. 
 
 In general, please bring a chair, a hat, a water bottle, and join us 
 the congregations of Ascension, Holy Spirit, Our Saviour, and 
 Trinity who are hosting these events. In case of unfavorable 
 weather the services will be held at Holy Spirit, 11223 51 Ave.  
 



  

  

  
4) Summer Blessings 
 Pastor Ingrid Doerschel-Cramer (Trinity) and I have compiled    
 another collection of prayers, sayings, poems, Bible verses, 
 and blessings for the months of July and August. This year's 
 theme is Transition. You are welcome to take these devotions 
 with you wherever you might go this summer. 
 
 The 2019 Summer Blessings booklets are available on the 
 table  in the Place of Welcome. 
 
5) Pastor Barbara's Summer Time 
 Pastor Barbara will be gone for three weeks in August. Services 
 during Pastor Barbara’s absence will be led by our experienced 
 assisting ministers, and sermons will be provided by Pastor Philip 
 Penrod. On the last Sunday in August Pastor Jane Zinken 
 will come to preach and preside over Communion. 
 
 In case of a pastoral crisis, please, contact the office, or any  of 
 the council members: Les Pgetzke, Paul Chell, Anita Irwin,      
 Truman Severson, Jackie Ballance, Ken Beutler, Betty Anne 
 Ross, or Suresh Korivi. 
 
6)  Summer worship 
 Summer is the when the church usually focuses on the teachings 
 of Jesus, on mission, and on discipleship. This year we will have 
 guests joining us in our services and telling us about their      
 community, and their work in Edmonton.  
 On July 21 we will welcome someone from E4C speaking to us,  
 on August 18 we'll have guests from ICPM in our service, and  
         on September 15 we have a speaker from The Mustard Seed 
 with us. 
 
7) Summer Office Hours 
 As of June 1st the summer office hours will take effect. The  
 office will be open on Wednesday and Thursday from 9:00 am 
 to 4:30 pm. The phone messages will be checked regularly 
 throughout the week outside of office hours.  
 



  

  

Grace and Peace to you from God, our Parent, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, and the Holy Spirit our Guide and Counselor.  
 

A few years ago, I was called and ordained to serve among the         
wonderful people in a Long-Term Care Centre, where I learnt the beauty 
and the miracle of being present with someone, ranging from sharing 
coffee with conversation through to their time approaching death. Being 
a part of that Holy Moment, to just be present, and witness God at work 
– what a Blessing.  

 

During my time as Chaplain, along with staff and people in care, we 
have worked side by side, continually exploring our faith. We’ve      
gathered in large groups and small to discuss our ideas about God and 
Jesus. We’ve sought to discover what it means to be a Christian and 
where God is, in our present day and situation. We’ve worshipped, 
worked and celebrated together. We have seen God working in our 
midst – what a Blessing.   

 

Alongside of my time as Chaplain, I have also come together with many 
of you as Preacher and Congregation; as Pastor and Parishioner:        
individuals in relationship with each other. I thank God for the many 
times I have been invited into lives; sharing with me the highs and lows; 
in times of joy and anguish, thanksgiving and suffering, introductions 
and goodbyes, during life-changing moments – what a Blessing!  

 

And now, God’s call has extended to serve the Synod of Alberta & The 
Territories – What an honor to be asking the very question along with 
each of you, ‘Where is God calling us? Where is God meeting us? Where 
is God Leading us?’ What a Blessing to witness and journey together 
with you to where God is calling us.  
 

Having celebrated Pentecost Sunday recently, we ask these familiar 
questions, ‘Where is God Calling us? Where is God meeting us? Where is 
God Leading us?’ We don’t truly know; but one thing is certain: the   
future lies together, in community, following God as a community, the 
body of Christ. Together we can bravely face the future in trust and 
hope. My experience of this church shows me that we are strongest 
when we stand together. I hope to bring a continued sense of          
community and relationship in my ministry as Assistant to the Bishop for 
Congregational Life within the Synod of Alberta and the Territories.  
 

I always thank God for all of you in my prayers. Brothers and sisters, I 
ask that you pray for me as I walk alongside of you in this journey.  
 

May the peace of God be with us in all that we do. May the grace of our 
Lord Jesus, God’s anointed, be with us all.  
 

In the Name of +Christ. 

 

Prema Samuel  
Assistant to the Bishop  

Bishop’s Message - July/August 2019 
By The Rev. Prema Samuel, Assistant to the Bishop 


